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in 4 Seuthwest Washingten apsviment overiooking the Polomar, the sleek Sining tabls,
ok casters, can be set for entertaining ai 2 moment’s noetics.

et's get real about the dining room.

H you don’t Hke to cook and almost never entertain,
why give over valuable space to a large table and six or
eight empty chairs?

M your style Hits iotally casual — dinners at the kiichen
counter, in front of the TV or out by the grill ~ a ceremontal
dining rooms seoms uiterly extranecus,

H you ive in tight quarters where every inch counts, a rarely
used space makes no sense af all. :

“I’s a room that needs to metamorphose,” savs architect

- Barah Susanka, author of six books ahout living in small,
well-designed homes,
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For John C. Straub and s wife, Harriet ¥ Adams, that

“means sieek foordo-cetling doors that, when closed, look Hke

minimalist white walls behiud 2 glearming black table that
seats six. With a slight push, the six three-foot panels pivot
apen to reveal shelves, drawers, 2 sound system, a desk and a
work chair.

‘T used to an executive desk, so when I have a ot of

Wihen it’s time for wegk; iobws €. Strauh, shove, has yards of storage and
aven 3 paper shredder behind these floor-to-ceiling dJoors.
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paperwork, alt 1 have to do is swivel around and spread out on
the dining table,” Straub says.

The design by Washington architect Simon Jacobsen
functions so well that Straub gave up the downtown office he
used for hus work as president of the Fature of Russia
Foundation. “People come aver for dinner and unless we open
the doors, they have no idea what's back there,”

Susanka has watched this trend grow. “When I started
writing in 1996, f observed that most people were building
dining rooms because they were supposed to; all the real estate

See DINING ROOM, Poge 4




